
Upper 

Elementary

Burning Bush

All scripture quotations are taken from the World English Bible, 2020.



Checklist

❑toothpaste
❑Aluminum foil
❑Task cards



Feed someone who is hungry.

Be nice to a new kid in school.

Be nice to a new kid in school. Help someone who is old.

Help someone younger than you.

Help out at home.



Topic: Burning Bush

Intro:

Show students a tube of toothpaste. What are 
some things people do when they get mad? (hit, 
kick, call a name, yell, throw a tantrum, act rude) 
For each item, squeeze out some toothpaste. Can 
I put the toothpaste back in the tube? It's the 
same with the things we do and say. When you 
call someone a name, you can't unsay it. When 
you hit someone, you can't unhit them. When you 
scream at your mom, you can't unscream. God 
wants us to have self-control so that we can keep 
from doing these things. Moses didn't have very 
good self-control at the start of our story.

Exodus 
2:11-12

In those days, when Moses had grown up, he 
went out to his brothers and saw their burdens. 
He saw an Egyptian striking a Hebrew, one of his 
brothers. He looked this way and that way, and 
when he saw that there was no one, he killed the 
Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.
What did Moses just do? (murder) Does that 
sound like someone who has self-control?



Exodus 
2:13-15

He went out the second day, and behold, two men 
of the Hebrews were fighting with each other. He 
said to him who did the wrong, “Why do you 
strike your fellow?” He said, “Who made you a 
prince and a judge over us? Do you plan to kill me, 
as you killed the Egyptian?” Moses was afraid, and 
said, “Surely this thing is known.” Now when 
Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to kill Moses. 
But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and 
lived in the land of Midian, and he sat down by a 
well.

map
Review where Midian is in relation to Egypt and 
Sinai
In Midian, Moses began a new life. He got married 
and had a son. He worked as a shepherd. Do you 
think he thought about his old life often? Do you 
think he worried about the Hebrew people? Or 
was he trying to forget all about Egypt?



Exodus 
3:1-5

Now Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro, his 
father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the 
flock to the back of the wilderness, and came to 
God’s mountain, to Horeb. Yahweh’s angel 
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the 
middle of a bush. He looked, and behold, the 
bush burned with fire, and the bush was not 
consumed. Moses said, “I will go now, and see 
this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 
When Yahweh saw that he came over to see, God 
called to him out of the middle of the bush, and 
said, “Moses! Moses!” He said, “Here I am.” He 
said, “Don’t come close. Take off your sandals, for 
the place you are standing on is holy ground.”
When God called his name, he replied "Here I 
am." This is exactly how we are supposed to 
respond when God calls us to do something. 
What are some things God might call us to do? 
(help others, give up something we value, be 
humble in order to save a friendship, even when 
you were the one who was right, etc)

bush 
with 
lights, 
cards

Place cards in front of bush with lights. Have 
children line up. Call the name of the student in 
the front of the line. When you call each child's 
name, have them say, "Here I am!" and take their 
shoes off. Give them one of the instructions. They 
must pick up the card that matches your 
command.
Feed someone who is hungry.
Help someone who is cold in winter.
Be nice to a new kid in school.
Help someone who is old.
Help someone who is younger than you.
Help out at home.



Exodus 
3:6-8

Moreover, He said, “I am the God of your father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” Moses hid his face because he 
was afraid to look at God. Yahweh said, “I have 
surely seen the affliction of my people who are in 
Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their 
taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. I have 
come down to deliver them out of the hand of 
the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that 
land to a good and large land, to a land flowing 
with milk and honey; to the place of the 
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, 
the Hivite, and the Jebusite.”

map
Review the land where the Hebrews would one 
day live.



Exodus 
3:11-15

Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring the children of 
Israel out of Egypt?” He said, “Certainly I will be 
with you. This will be the token to you, that I have 
sent you: when you have brought the people out 
of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 
Moses said to God, “Behold, when I come to the 
children of Israel, and tell them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, 
‘What is his name?’ what should I tell them?” God 
said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM,” and He said, 
“You shall tell the children of Israel this: ‘I AM has 
sent me to you.’” God said moreover to Moses, 
“You shall tell the children of Israel this, ‘Yahweh, 
the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me 
to you.’ This is My name forever, and this is My 
memorial to all generations."
Who gave you your name? (mostly parents) Who 
gave God His name? (nobody) The name of God, 
“I AM WHO I AM,” means “the self-existent one.” 
God is all-powerful and self-existing. He has no 
beginning or end. He was not created like the 
statues the Egyptians worshiped. They made up 
names for their gods.



Exodus 
4:10-16

Moses said to Yahweh, “O Lord, I am not 
eloquent, neither before now, nor since you have 
spoken to your servant; for I am slow of speech, 
and of a slow tongue.” Yahweh said to him, “Who 
made man’s mouth? Or who makes one mute, or 
deaf, or seeing, or blind? Isn’t it I, Yahweh? Now 
therefore go, and I will be with your mouth, and 
teach you what you shall speak.” Moses said, “Oh, 
Lord, please send someone else.” Yahweh’s anger 
burned against Moses, and he said, “What about 
Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he 
can speak well. Also, behold, he is coming out to 
meet you. When he sees you, he will be glad in 
his heart. You shall speak to him, and put the 
words in his mouth. I will be with your mouth, 
and with his mouth, and will teach you what you 
shall do. He will be your spokesman to the 
people. It will happen that he will be to you a 
mouth, and you will be to him as God."
Think about what God said, "I will be with both of 
you as you speak." When God is in control of our 
lives, other people should be able to "see" and 
"hear" God through us, because we are being like 
Him. When we give God control of our lives, He 
will show us the right things to do and tell us the 
right things to say.

Closing:

Give each student a piece of aluminum foil big 
enough to cover their face. Ask them to press the 
foil onto their face for two seconds to create a 
mold. Compare everyone's mold. Are they all 
different? Ask students to name the fruits of the 
Spirit. With each one, press their molds to your 
face. Now all the molds have the teacher's face.
When you are a student of God, someone who 
follows Him and spends every day trying to learn 
more from Him, you slowly become more like 
Him. When we give control of our lives-the words 
we say and the actions we choose-we are letting 
God mold us to be more like Him. Real self-control 
is giving control of yourself over to God.



Burning Bush
1

Exodus 2:11-12

In those days, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his 

brothers and saw their burdens. He saw an Egyptian striking a 

Hebrew, one of his brothers. He looked this way and that way, 

and when he saw that there was no one, he killed the 

Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

Did Moses show self control? _____________



2

Exodus 2:13-15

He went out the second day, and behold, two men of the 

Hebrews were fighting with each other. He said to him who did 

the wrong, “Why do you strike your fellow?” He said, “Who 

made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you plan to kill me, 

as you killed the Egyptian?” Moses was afraid, and said, 

“Surely this thing is known.” Now when Pharaoh heard this 

thing, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of 

Pharaoh, and lived in the land of Midian, and he sat down by a 

well.

The Midianites 
were the 
descendants of 
Midian, one of 
the sons of 
Abraham.



3

Exodus 3:1-5

Now Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, 

the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the back of the 

wilderness, and came to God’s mountain, to Horeb. Yahweh’s 

angel appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the middle of a 

bush. He looked, and behold, the bush burned with fire, and 

the bush was not consumed. Moses said, “I will go now, and 

see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” When Yahweh 

saw that he came over to see, God called to him out of the 

middle of the bush, and said, “Moses! Moses!” He said, “Here I 

am.” He said, “Don’t come close. Take off your sandals, for the 

place you are standing on is holy ground.”

Removing shoes is a way 
of showing respect. There 
are some cultures where 
people take off their 
shoes and leave them at 
the door when they enter 
a house.

Normally when wood burns, the molecules 
combine and release energy. The molecules 
turn into smoke, char and ash. The char is 
what you buy when you buy charcoal. 



4

Exodus 3:6-8

Moreover, He said, “I am the God of your father, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Moses hid 

his face because he was afraid to look at God. Yahweh said, “I 

have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, 

and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I 

know their sorrows. I have come down to deliver them out of 

the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that 

land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and 

honey; to the place of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, 

the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite.”

God would later lead the 
Israelites to Canaan, the land 
between the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Jordan River. The 
ancient Greeks called this land 
Phoenicia.



5

Exodus 3:11-15

Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, 

and that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” He 

said, “Certainly I will be with you. This will be the token to you, 

that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of 

Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” Moses said to 

God, “Behold, when I come to the children of Israel, and tell 

them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they 

ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what should I tell them?” God said 

to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM,” and He said, “You shall tell the 

children of Israel this: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God said 

moreover to Moses, “You shall tell the children of Israel this, 

‘Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is 

My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.”

Yahweh, one of the Hebrew names for God, means “I am 
He who exists,” or “I am He who is self-existent.” God 
exists by Himself. He was not created by anyone.



6
Exodus 4:10-16

Moses said to Yahweh, “O Lord, I am not eloquent, neither 

before now, nor since you have spoken to your servant; for I 

am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.” Yahweh said to him, 

“Who made man’s mouth? Or who makes one mute, or deaf, 

or seeing, or blind? Isn’t it I, Yahweh? Now therefore go, and I 

will be with your mouth, and teach you what you shall speak.” 

Moses said, “Oh, Lord, please send someone else.” Yahweh’s 

anger burned against Moses, and he said, “What about Aaron, 

your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. Also, 

behold, he is coming out to meet you. When he sees you, he 

will be glad in his heart. You shall speak to him, and put the 

words in his mouth. I will be with your mouth, and with his 

mouth, and will teach you what you shall do. He will be your 

spokesman to the people. It will happen that he will be to you 

a mouth, and you will be to him as God.”

Aaron was the older 
brother of Moses. He later 
became the first High Priest 
of the Israelites. Only 
Aaron’s descendants got to 
be priests in Israel.

Who would be in control of Moses’ words? _____________



Burning Bush

Name: _________________________ 

Q B U R N I N G W S

A U G F D S A Q E H

Z S E S O M I A R E

X H G L P O U A T P

C G Y K H G Y R Y H

V H P H A R A O H E

J E T H R O T N S R

B J T Y U I O P I D

N K R E W Q A S N D

M L L H M I D I A N

H E B R E W S G I F

BURNING
BUSH
MOSES
EGYPT
PHARAOH
AARON

MIDIAN
JETHRO
SINAI
HEBREWS
SHEPHERD
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