
April 17 Is Ellis Island Family History Day!

Ellis Island was the main way for immigrants to come to 
America from 1892 to 1924. Ellis Island is a small island in the 
Hudson Harbor, between New York City and New Jersey. 
On April 17th, 2001, Ellis Island did something that was very 
exciting. It made all of its records available online. Now 
people who want to learn about their family history don’t 
have to travel all the way there to do so. 

Do you know how your ancestors (or you) came to this 
country? ________________________________________________

Do you know what country or countries your ancestors 
came from? _____________________________________________

Do you know when they came? __________________________

Do you know why they came? ___________________________

Take this page home to interview your family about your 
history. Maybe some of your ancestors came through Ellis 
Island. If they did, you can ask an adult to help you look for 
records on the Ellis Island website.

Use the chart on the back to help you see how long your 
family has been here. Highlight each box that is the first 

person to immigrate here.







Give me your tired,
your poor, 
your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe 
free, 
the wretched refuse 
of your teeming shore.

from 
The New Colossus
by Emma Lazarus
1883
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