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Checklist

❑rocks with “promises” painted on 
them

❑cupcake liners
❑shiny pipecleaner



Introduction:

What's the most exciting thing someone's ever promised you? 
(like parents promising a special trip, a teacher promising a 
special class activity, a friend promising a special gift, etc) 
Did you believe right away that the exciting thing would 
happen?
Did you have to wait a long time, or a short time for it to 
happen?
How did you feel when it finally happened?
How do you think God’s people felt waiting thousands of years 
for the promised rescuer?



In the very beginning Jesus 
existed as the Word. He was both 
with God, and was God at the 
same time.
When God spoke the world into 
existence, Jesus was the Word 
that made everything. Nothing 
was made without Him. All life 
and light came from Him.
But humans did not choose the 
light. They chose the darkness. 
They chose to make their own 
decisions instead of relying on 
God. Sin came into the world, but 
God the Father had a plan from 
the very beginning. He would 
send His Son, the Word, into the 
world-a human being who would 
live among us.



God sent the angel Gabriel to a 
young woman living in the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee. Mary was 
not rich or important. Her fiancé 
was just a carpenter. But they 
came from the family of King 
David, from which God had 
promised to send the Savior.
Without warning, Mary found 
her room flooded with light. The 
angel shone like fire and greeted 
her with surprising words. “God 
is with you! You are very 
blessed!”
Mary could do nothing but stare 
in shock and the shining figure. 
“Don’t be scared!” Gabriel 
added. “The Lord has chosen you 
for a very special job. God will 
give you a Son, who will be a king 
like His ancestor David, but His 
kingdom will never end.”



“But I can’t have a baby yet!” 
Mary reminded him. “How is this 
going to happen?”
“It will be a miracle of the Holy 
Spirit,” Gabriel explained. “This 
Baby will be the Son of God.”
“I am the Lord’s servant!” Mary 
said. “I accept His will.”
After the angel left her, Mary 
sang a song of praise to God.
“I praise the Lord with every bit 
of my heart! I am happy because 
of God my Savior. I’m just a 
humble servant of God, but He 
takes care of me. Everyone will 
remember how much God has 
blessed me. He shows mercy to 
all His followers. We have been 
waiting for God to bring us the 
Savior for generations, and now 
He is keeping the promise He 
made to Abraham and his 
family!”



Shortly after this, Mary went to 
visit her relative, Elizabeth, 
who was pregnant with John 
the Baptist. Before Elizabeth 
even saw her, Mary called out, 
“Elizabeth!” Without even 
turning around, Elizabeth felt 
baby John leap inside of her 
belly with excitement.
The Holy Spirit whispered to 
Elizabeth and gave her words 
of praise to say.
Loudly, she called out, “You 
have been blessed by God 
more than any other woman! 
They Baby you are carrying is a 
blessing.”



When Mary’s fiancé, Joseph, 
heard about this, he was 
confused, to say the least. But 
the angel appeared to Joseph 
one night while he was 
sleeping.
“Mary’s Baby is from the Holy 
Spirit,” the angel whispered. 
“You should still get married. 
Name the Baby Jesus. He will 
save people from their sins.”
Joseph rolled over in his sleep, 
his forehead scrunched in 
anxiety.
“Remember what the prophet 
Isaiah wrote?” the angel 
reminded him. “He said that 
this Baby will be called 
Immanuel, which means ‘God 
is with us.’”



After Joseph woke up, he was 
relieved to know what God’s 
plan for him was. Joseph and 
Mary got married, just like the 
angel had said to. It wasn’t the 
wedding they had pictured, or 
the way to start their life 
together that they had 
imagined, but they were both 
willing to serve God however 
He asked them to.



Closing Discussion:

Whom did God send to announce Jesus' birth? (Gabriel)
Whom did he visit? (Mary)
How did she react to the news? (It's too wonderful)
What did Gabriel say? (Is anything too wonderful for God?)
Can you think of anything that would be too hard for God?
What are some of the things the angel called Jesus? (God's 
own Son, the One, the Rescuer)
What did Mary call herself? (God's servant)
What kinds of things will we do if we think of ourselves as 
God's servants? (show love to other people, be kind, act the 
way God wants us to, be willing to follow God's instructions, 
be brave when doing the right thing seems very scary)

Craft:

Pipe cleaner & cupcake liner angel

Closing Activity:
Show rocks with word "Promises" painted on them. Talk 
about how Jesus holds all the promises in His hands. Have the 
children form a circle sitting down. Next have them each 
place their hands behind their backs. Have one child in the 
middle as the “guesser.” The children will then pass one item 
toward the right, and the other item to the left. They should 
try to be inconspicuous as they pass the rock. Everyone should 
try to pretend to have it. Have the “guesser” guess the two 
people who are holding the rocks. Take a few turns playing.



Scripture quotations marked (CEV) are from the Contemporary English Version Copyright © 1991, 1992, 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission.

Gabriel’s Announcements

Name:______________________________________________

Then the angel told Mary, “Don’t be afraid! 
God is pleased with you, and you will have a 
son. His name will be Jesus. ~ Luke 1:30-31



Craft

❖ Teacher helps wrap pipe cleaner around 
highlighter to form shape of angel head

❖ Children color one cupcake liner
❖ Children glue cupcake liners around pipe cleaner 

to make angel gown and wings
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