Teach Sow



Checklist

dpaper plates
Jgemstone stickers or beads
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Introduction:

Have you ever wanted something so much, and begged your parents
for it? Did you tell them you "need" it, because you wanted it so
much.

Have your parents ever tried to tell you a thing you want isn't
actually good for you? (candy, a scary movie, an upside-down
rollercoaster ride...)

Did you ever get something that you wished for, and then later
realized why your parents had tried to warn you about it? (cavities,
nightmares, throwing up)

It's really easy to want things that we see, especially if our friends
have them. But parents warn us about things for a reason. Just like
God warned the Israelites that a human kRing wouldn't be good. But
sometimes our parents, and God, let us have what we want so we can
learn from our mistakes.
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When Samuel grew old, the

leaders of the tribes of Israel

came to him, feeling very

concerned.

“You know you’re getting

old,” they told him. “Who is

going to lead us once you N\,

are gone? We need a strong T
leader and don’t have
anyone to replace you. We
want a king like the other
nations have. You need to ,
choose someone to succeed b

Dan’s the
man!

Naphtali or
bust!
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Each tribe hoped the king e

for everyone!

would be chosen from
among them. They thought
this would show that God
favored them over the other
tribes.



Samuel was sad to hear
these words. He prayed to
God to ask what he should
reply.

“They don’t need any other

King but Me,” God told him.

“But if they can’t see that,
give them what they want.
I’'m the one they’re
rejecting, not you.”
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Samuel returned to the
leaders of the tribes. “Are you
sure you want a king?” he
asked them. “A king will
charge you taxes and pass
laws that you don’t agree
with.”

“We’re sure!” the people
insisted. “We want a king to
lead us in battle and make us
feel like we are the same as
the other nations around us.”
So Samuel told the people to
go home and wait for him to
receive a message from God.
Meanwhile, Samuel prayed
and waited for God to show
him who would become king.
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There was a young man
named Saul, from the tribe of
Benjamin, the smallest and
least important of all the
tribes. He was a whole head
taller than other men. Some
of his father’s donkeys had
run off and Saul had been
sent to search for them, along
with some of his father’s
workers. They traveled up
and down the hills of
Ephraim, but saw no sign of
the donkeys. Saul was ready
to give up.

“We’d better get home before
my father becomes more
worried about me than the
donkeys,” Saul said.

“Let’s go see Samuel first,”
one of the men told him. “He
gets messages from God.
Maybe he can tell you where
the donkeys have gone off
to.”
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So they walked to the town
where Samuel lived. God had
told Samuel the day before that
He would send him a young
man from the tribe of Benjamin g
and that he should pour oil on
his head to anoint him as soon
as they met. Samuel was
beginning to walk to the
festival, still waiting for God to
tell him who he should anoint
once he got there, when Samuel
approached him.
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“Do you know where the
prophet Samuel lives?” Saul
asked Samuel, not knowing it
was him.

“That’s me,” Samuel replied,
and before Saul could ask his
guestion, added, “Don’t worry
about the donkeys that ran off
three days ago. They have
been found. You are about to
become the most important
man in all of Israel.”

Saul was shocked by this
response. He did not know
what to think of the strange
answetr.
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Saul stayed with Samuel for the
feast, and prepared to leave
the next morning at sunrise.
Samuel walked with him a little
way, then stopped him.
Samuel poured oil on Saul’s
head and told him he had been
chosen by God. Amazed and
speechless, Saul went home,
not telling his family of what
had happened, but it was clear
he was a different person than
before. He prophesied
messages from God and many
young men began to follow
him.
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A week later, Samuel called all
the tribes together, to
announce the name of the
king that God had chosen for
them. But when Samuel
called Saul to come forward SgSag
and be crowned, he could not AR\
be found. God told Samuel
that Saul was hiding behind
the luggage.

Several people pushed their &
shy new king forward so that 2
everyone could see him.
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“Now that’s what a king
should look like,” people
thought, admiring his height
and handsome face. “Now we
will be like the other nations.”
But God had never wanted
His people to be like the
other nations. He had wanted [
them to be different. But God &
also knew that His people had
to choose Him willingly. He
would not force them to
follow them, and He would
allow them to learn from
their mistakes.
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Why didn't Samuel want to give them a king? (God was already their king)
How would you have felt if someone just came up to you and poured oil on
your head, telling you that you would become king?
When everyone gathered together to announce the new king, where was
Saul? (hiding behind the baggage)
When God calls us to do something, should we follow His instructions?
Did the people make the right choice to ask for a human king instead of
God? (no)
Did Samuel make the right choice to follow God's instructions about who
should be king? (yes)
Can God help us make good choices in our lives? (yes)
The most important choice any of you can ever make, is deciding you want
to follow Jesus in your life.
He is ready to be your King, for whoever invites Him.

Craft:
Paper plate crown

Closing Activity:

Find something to compliment each child on (big blue eyes, a pink bow,
Spiderman sneakers, etc.)

Are X's Spiderman sneakers nice? (yes)

Does that mean everyone has to have Spiderman sneakers? (no)

Just because our friends have something, doesn't mean we have to have it,
too.

We can be happy with the things God has given us.
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“Look closely at the man the LORD has chosen!” Samuel
told the crowd. “There is no one like him!”

The crowd shouted, “Long live the king!”

1 Samuel 10:24

Scripture quotations marked (CEV) are from the Contemporary English Version Copyright © 1991, 1992, 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission.
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Materials: paper plates, gemstone stickers

+»* Children color paper plate yellow or orange

+* Teacher folds paper plate in half and draws lines
+»* Children cut on lines and fold open

+»* Children add gemstone stickers

+¢* Children fold open and wear crowns
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