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Topic:

David & Jonathan

Intro:

Put children in pairs (if there is an
uneven number, have one child partner
with teacher). Tie an arm from each
together. Give one child in each pair a
pencil and paper and blindfold them
(dominant arm of blindfolded children
should be tied to their partner). Show
picture to non-blindfolded children. The
one who is not blindfolded must direct

Was it easy having to stick so close
together? The Bible says, "there is a
friend that sticks closer than a brother,"
(Proverbs 18:24). Being a good friend
means sticking together. Imagine having
a friend so loyal they consider what is
best for you as being more important

the other's arm to copy the picture. ‘

than what is best for them.

Q/;s:-,: -5
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When Saul saw David go out against the Q< A
Philistine, he said to Abner, the captain of Teach Gtow Sow
the army, “Abner, whose son is this
youth?” Abner said, “As your soul lives, O
king, | can’t tell.” The king said, “Inquire

! whose son the young man is!” As David
Samuel

17:55. returned from the slaughter of the

58. Philistine, Abner took him and brought

him before Saul with the head of the
Philistine in his hand. Saul said to him,
“Whose son are you, you young man?”
David answered, “l am the son of your

servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.” 3, D°Vi‘°' Qnid fanatin '
David had already been one of the court —

musicians in Saul's palace. It's important )

to notice that Saul did not ask who David N

was, he asked who his father was. As a . ~arwarn P
powerful king, Saul probably didn't think | LTSl oo,
very highly of "little people" like court The king said, “Inquire whose son the young man is!” As
musicians. Now, he had made a big T
impression in the Israelite army, it may e
have occured to Saul that David could try | oonantlesse heBetihene” —

to take over his throne. Perhaps Saul o TR |, Dksmat
asked to be reminded of David's - ! tondie

background, to know if he came from an e
important family that might help him gain
political power. Or is it possible that Saul
knew that Samuel had anointed a son of
Jesse?

David described himself as the son of
Saul's servant. Does this sound like
someone who is there to take over the
throne?
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When he had finished speaking to Saul,
the soul of Jonathan was knit with the
soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as
his own soul. Saul took him that day, and
wouldn’t let him go home to his father’s
house any more. Then Jonathan and
David made a covenant, because he

1 loved him as his own soul. Jonathan

Samuel [stripped himself of the robe that was on

18:1-5 |him and gave it to David with his
clothing, even including his sword, his 2
bow, and his sash. David went out e
wherever Saul sent him, and behaved [
himself wisely; and Saul set him over the
men of war. It was good in the sight of all S —
the people, and also in the sight of Saul’s o Dok b
servants. S
David had already been anointed by Shotuieadioimienan. 8
Samuel as the next king of Israel. Jonathan thought: \
Normally, Saul's son, Jonathan, would be E;ffb"d“h':h“"ms""
the next king. In the Miss America ] s moch of bvid asofimset
pageant, the former Miss America gives | @y esusaon s ommmyes s
her crown to the new Miss America to 7 e ety b

show that the title has changed hands.

In ancient times, taking off a piece of
clothing and giving it to someone else
had the same meaning. It was Jonathan's
way of saying that he accepted David as
the next king, instead of himself. Have
children act out transferring jacket from
one to the other.

Jacket




As they came, when David returned from the Q< -y
slaughter of the Philistine, the women came Teach Giow Sow
out of all the cities of Israel, singing and
dancing, to meet King Saul with tambourines,
with joy, and with instruments of music. The
women sang to one another as they played,

! and said, “Saul has slain his thousands, and
Samuel . ”
18:6-9 David his ten thousands.” Saul was very angry,

and this saying displeased him. He said, “They
have credited David with ten thousands, and
they have only credited me with thousands.
What can he have more but the kingdom?”

Saul watched David from that day and .mw 9 .
As they came, when David returned from the slaughter of

fo rWa rd : o the Philistine, the women came out of all the cities of Israel,

Wa I k a rou n d a ta ble 0 r So m e Ch a | rs | n a I | ne’ singing and dancing, to meet King Saul with tambourines,

. . . . " . with joy, and with instruments of music. The women sang to
Sklpplng and Slnglng’ Sau' haS kllled a one another as they played, and said, “Saul has slain his
thousa nd enemies’ David 'S ki | Ied ten thousa nd thousands, and David his ten thousands.” Saul was very

. " . . . angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, “They have
enemies!" (any way you like, but a tune similar eredited David with ten thousands, and they have only
tO the Verse of n Ki ng of Ki ngs & LOFd Of LOI’dS" clredited me with thousands. ‘What can he have more but the
kingdom?” Saul watched David from that day and forward.
should work well) David Saul

Have you ever listened to a friend, brother, ‘W“"“"""“‘“'°'“‘“"”’"‘” O O
sister or classmate be praised while nothing SRS O O
was said about you? Have children name Wiophmiidaipfinny L O
activities they enjoy (soccer, swimming, wwennsanemsensn [ _ [
skateboarding, etc). Imagine if after a game 0

everywhere you went people said, "X scoreda | o, 't“h'ni:t"ldi‘itg",’n
goal today, but Pete scored 10 goals! Give an

example for each child's interests. The women
may not have meant to compare David and
Saul. They may have just been stating the
facts. But this drove Saul crazy. Instead of
being grateful that David was winning battles
for him, he became incredibly jealous. Saul
had placed David at the head of his army and
sent him on many of the missions that he
would normally lead himself. No one forced
him to do this. But he wanted David to do the
hard work while he got the glory. It upset him
that everyone realized David was the real
hero.

When traveling family, friends,
or a victorious army returned
home, it was normal for




1 Samuel 19:1-
6

Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to
all his servants, that they should kill
David. But Jonathan, Saul’s son,
greatly delighted in David. Jonathan
told David, saying, “Saul my father
seeks to kill you. Now therefore,
please take care of yourself in the
morning, live in a secret place, and
hide yourself. | will go out and stand
beside my father in the field where
you are, and | will talk with my father
about you; and if | see anything, | will
tell you.” Jonathan spoke good of
David to Saul his father, and said to
him, “Don’t let the king sin against his
servant, against David; because he
has not sinned against you, and
because his works have been very
good toward you; for he put his life in
his hand and struck the Philistine,

and Yahweh worked a great victory
for all Israel. You saw it and rejoiced.
Why then will you sin against
innocent blood, to kill David without
a cause?” Saul listened to the voice of]
Jonathan; and Saul swore, “As
Yahweh lives, he shall not be put to
death.”

Even though David had been
anointed and unstable Saul was no
longer a fit king, David wasn't trying
to take the kingdom away from Saul.
He respected Saul as his leader and
didn't fight back. But Saul wanted to
make sure that his son became king
after him. Jonathan accepted God's
decision for the next king, but Saul
did not. David had to hide from Saul
and Jonathan told him he would
shoot some arrows nearby if it was
safe to return and far away if it was

not.

Saul wanted
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1 Samuel 19:1-6

Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that
they should kill David. But Jonathan, Saul’s son, greatly
delighted in David. Jonathan told David, saying, “Saul my
father seeks to kill you. Now therefore, please take care of
yourself in the morning, live in a secret place, and hide
yourself. 1 will go out and stand beside my father in the field
where you are, and | will talk with my father about you; and
if 1 see anything, | will tell you.” Jonathan spoke good of
David to Saul his father, and said to him, “Don’t let the king
sin against his servant, against David; because he has not
sinned against you, and because his works have been very
good toward you; for he put his life in his hand and struck
the Philistine, and Yahweh worked a great victory for all
Israel. You saw it and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against

innocent blood, to kill David without a cause?” Saul listened

to the voice of Jonathan; and Saul swore, “As Yahweh lives,

he shall not be put to death.”

0(2 !:e king after him.

Teoth Ghow Bov

Saul and David, by Rembrandt, 1651-8



Samuel
20:35-
42

In the morning, Jonathan went out into the
field at the time appointed with David, and a
little boy with him. He said to his boy, “Run,
find now the arrows which | shoot.” As the
boy ran, he shot an arrow beyond him.
When the boy had come to the place of the
arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan
cried after the boy, and said, “Isn’t the arrow
beyond you?” Jonathan cried after the boy,
“Go fast! Hurry! Don’t delay!” Jonathan’s
boy gathered up the arrows, and came to his
master. But the boy didn’t know anything.
Only Jonathan and David knew the matter.

soon as the boy was gone, David arose out
of the south, and fell on his face to the
ground, and bowed himself three times.
They kissed one another and wept with one
another, and David wept the most. Jonathan
said to David, “Go in peace, because we have
both sworn in Yahweh’s name, saying,
‘Yahweh is between me and you, and
between my offspring and your offspring,
forever.”” He arose and departed; and
Jonathan went into the city.

Closing:

Jonathan was a committed friend. He would
stand up for David no matter what. But more
importantly, he accepted God's decision for
his life. Jonathan and David cared for each
other, but Saul only cared for himself. This
kept Saul from accepting God's will. Let
children act out throwing the arrows.

Jonathan gave his weapons to his boy, and ‘
said to him, “Go, carry them to the city.” As

Teach Grow Sow

1 Samuel 20:35-42 5
In the morning, Jonathan went out into the field at the time
appointed with David, and a little boy with him. He said to his
boy, “Run, find now the arrows which | shoot.” As the boy ran,
he shot an arrow beyond him. When the boy had come to the
place of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried
after the boy, and said, “Isn’t the arrow beyond you?” Jonathan
cried after the boy, “Go fast! Hurry! Don’t delay!” Jonathan’s
boy gathered up the arrows, and came to his master. But the
boy didn’t know anything. Only Jonathan and David knew the
matter. Jonathan gave his weapons to his boy, and said to him,
“Go, carry them to the city.” As soon as the boy was gone,
David arose out of the south, and fell on his face to the ground,
and bowed himself three times. They kissed one another and
wept with one another, and David wept the most. Jonathan
said to David, “Go in peace, because we have both sworn in
Yahweh’s name, saying, ‘Yahweh is between me and you, and
between my offspring and your offspring, forever” He arose

and departed; and Jonathan went into the city.

Jonathan cared about

David cared about Qg

Saul cared about
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1 Samuel 17:55-58

When Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he said to

Abner, the captain of the army, “Abner, whose son is this
youth?” Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, | can’t tell.”
The king said, “Inquire whose son the young man is!” As
David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner
took him and brought him before Saul with the head of the

Philistine in his hand. Saul said to him, “Whose son are you,

you young man?” David answered, “| am the son of your

servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”

Kesume

David described himself as David, Son of Jesse

Shepherd
HarP—P]ager
Lion—ki”er
Bcar—ki”er

Griant-killer
Q<. C% _
Teach Gt%véw )Jﬁ)
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1 Samuel 18:1-5
When he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan

was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his
own soul. Saul took him that day, and wouldn’t let him go
home to his father’s house any more. Then Jonathan and
David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own
soul. Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was on him
and gave it to David with his clothing, even including his
sword, his bow, and his sash. David went out wherever Saul
sent him, and behaved himself wisely; and Saul set him over

the men of war. It was good in the sight of all the people, and

Jonathan thought: 3
¥ W7 =..
D Less of David than of himself TR

15h-century
stained-glass
from Sainte-
Chapelle of
Paris

D More of David than of himself
D As much of David as of himself
Just like a king’s crown and scepter show that he is the king,
Jonathan’s robe showed that he was next in line to become

el king. Giving David his robe showed that Jonathan accepted
. God’s choice for the next king of Israel.

Teach Grow &



1 Samuel 18:6-9

As they came, when David returned from the slaughter of

the Philistine, the women came out of all the cities of Israel,
singing and dancing, to meet King Saul with tambourines,
with joy, and with instruments of music. The women sang to
one another as they played, and said, “Saul has slain his
thousands, and David his ten thousands.” Saul was very
angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, “They have
credited David with ten thousands, and they have only
credited me with thousands. What can he have more but the

kingdom?” Saul watched David from that day and forward.

David Saul

Whose job was it to lead the army?
Who led the army?

Who got credit for leading the army?

Who wanted credit for leading the army?

When traveling family, friends,
or a victorious army returned
home, it was normal for

Israelite women and children
Q@4 . tocome outto greet them
racnavsow With songs and dancing.

O 00O




Saul wanted

1 Samuel 19:1-6 4
Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that
they should kill David. But Jonathan, Saul’s son, greatly
delighted in David. Jonathan told David, saying, “Saul my
father seeks to kill you. Now therefore, please take care of
yourself in the morning, live in a secret place, and hide
yourself. | will go out and stand beside my father in the field
where you are, and | will talk with my father about you; and
if I see anything, | will tell you.” Jonathan spoke good of
David to Saul his father, and said to him, “Don’t let the king
sin against his servant, against David; because he has not
sinned against you, and because his works have been very
good toward you; for he put his life in his hand and struck
the Philistine, and Yahweh worked a great victory for all
Israel. You saw it and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against

innocent blood, to kill David without a cause?” Saul listened

to the voice of Jonathan; and Saul swore, “As Yahweh lives,

he shall not be put to death.”

to be king after him.

Teach Gi

dow

Saul and David, by Rembrandt, 1651-8



1 Samuel 20:35-42 5

In the morning, Jonathan went out into the field at the time

appointed with David, and a little boy with him. He said to his
boy, “Run, find now the arrows which | shoot.” As the boy ran,
he shot an arrow beyond him. When the boy had come to the
place of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried
after the boy, and said, “Isn’t the arrow beyond you?” Jonathan
cried after the boy, “Go fast! Hurry! Don’t delay!” Jonathan’s
boy gathered up the arrows, and came to his master. But the
boy didn’t know anything. Only Jonathan and David knew the
matter. Jonathan gave his weapons to his boy, and said to him,
“Go, carry them to the city.” As soon as the boy was gone,
David arose out of the south, and fell on his face to the ground,
and bowed himself three times. They kissed one another and
wept with one another, and David wept the most. Jonathan
said to David, “Go in peace, because we have both sworn in

Yahweh’s name, saying, ‘Yahweh is between me and you, and

between my offspring and your offspring, forever”” He arose
and departed; and Jonathan went into the city.
Jonathan cared about
David cared about Ox%&w
Teach Gi ' Sow

Saul cared about




David and Jonathan ?/;;%wéw

Name:

David, Jonathan, Saul, Jealousy, Arrows, Michal, Singing, Robe

achilm

lasu

Ssrowar

bero

ajtannoh

yalsojeu

gisnign

idvda
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