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Checklist

❑paper cups
❑string
❑template printed onto cardstock
❑3x3” pieces of red, orange, and 

yellow tissue paper
❑coat



Introduction:

Do you know what a mentor is? 
A mentor is a special person in your life who gives 
you guidance. 
A mentor can be a parent, teacher, older sibling or 
friend. 
Mentors are usually older and have more 
experience in life.
God gives us special people in our lives to help us 
make good decisions and get to know God better.
Elijah was a mentor to Elisha. 
He was older and had known God longer. 
He trained Elisha to serve God the way he did.



Have you ever had someone 
you look up to? Someone 
who helps guide you and 
gives you good advice? 
Maybe a special teacher, 
grandparent or friend who 
means very much to you. 
Perhaps even someone who 
trained you to take over a 
special job when they were 
done with it.
Elijah would not serve as 
Israel’s prophet forever. One 
day he would go home to 
God. He needed to train his 
replacement.
One day as Elijah was 
walking, he found a dozen 
men working out in the 
fields with their oxen. The 
last man in the row was 
Elisha. Elijah knew this must 
be the man God had 
prepared as his 
replacement. God had let 
him know he was the right 
person for the job!



Elijah took his coat and 
threw it over Elisha’s 
shoulders. Everyone there 
knew who Elijah was. And 
just like when Jonathan gave 
his coat to David, everyone 
knew what Elijah’s action 
meant. Elisha had been 
given a great honor in being 
chosen to follow in Elijah’s 
footsteps.
Elisha quickly ran back 
home, kissed his parents 
goodbye, gave up 
everything he owned, using 
it to feed his neighbors, and 
chased after Elijah, jogging 
to catch up to him.



Elijah became Elisha’s mentor. 
That means that Elisha 
learned from him, just like 
Samuel learned from Eli.
Years passed. A new king sat 
on the throne of Israel, and a 
new king sat on the throne of 
Judah. One day, Elijah told 
Elisha that God wanted him 
to go to Bethel, “But you stay 
here,” he said. But Elisha 
insisted that he would not 
leave Elijah’s side.
In Bethel a group of prophets 
asked Elisha, “You do realize 
that the Lord is going to take 
your mentor away, don’t 
you?”
“Don’t remind me!” he 
replied. “I don’t want to think 
about that.”



Once they reached Bethel, 
Elijah told Elisha that God 
wanted him to travel to 
Jericho, “But you stay here,” 
he said.
“No!” Elisha insisted. “I must 
go with you.”
So, they travelled to Jericho 
where another group of 
prophets asked him if he 
knew the Lord was about to 
take away his mentor.
“Don’t remind me!” Elisha 
protested again. “I don’t want 
to think about it.”
Once they got to Jericho, 
Elijah told Elisha that God 
wanted him to cross the 
Jordan River while he stayed 
behind. Again, Elisha insisted 
he would not leave Elijah’s 
side.
Fifty prophets followed the 
two men at a distance as they 
approached the Jordan River.



When they reached the river, 
Elijah took off his coat and 
rolled it up. He struck the river 
like a whip and a path opened 
up for them to walk across.
“Elisha,” Elijah turned toward 
his student as they reached the 
other side, “the Lord will take 
me home soon. I want to do 
something special for you 
before I go. What do you wish 
from me?”
Holding back the tears in his 
eyes, Elisha replied, “I would 
like twice as much power as you 
pass on to the other prophets, 
please.”
Knowing it was not his gift to 
give, Elijah sighed, “If God 
allows you to see me being 
taken away, that will mean He is 
giving you that blessing.”



The two men continued to walk 
when out of nowhere a chariot of 
fire appeared, pulled by horses 
that looked as if they were made 
of fire.
After so many years of serving 
Him faithfully, God was rewarding 
Elijah with a ride directly to 
heaven. He would not have to die 
but instead climbed into the 
chariot where a strong whirlwind 
whisked him upward.

Overwhelmed by the sight 
before him, Elisha fell to the 
ground, weeping and tearing at 
his clothes. But gently down 
from the sky fell Elijah’s coat. 
Elisha picked it up and 
returned to the Jordan River.
“Does this mean God is going 
to perform the same miracles 
for me that He did for Elijah?” 
Elisha wondered to himself.



He decided to find out right 
away. He rolled up the coat and 
struck the river, just as Elijah 
had done. The river parted! 
The prophets on the other side 
watched this and realized 
Elisha had been granted the 
same power from God.
Elisha no longer had his friend 
and mentor by his side, but he 
had God’s Spirit working in 
him, and with God, he would 
never feel alone.



Closing Discussion:

Who was Elijah's helper? (Elisha)
When it was almost time for him to go to heaven, Elijah 
anointed Elisha as his replacement. How would you feel 
having to take over such an important job?
Elisha asked Elijah to give him a share of his power. Do you 
think this was a fair gift to ask for? Why or why not?
Is there someone special in your life who helps you? How?
If that person were far away is there someone else who will 
always be with you? (God)

Craft:

Paper Cup Chariot of Fire

Closing Activity:

Elijah Whirlwind: 
Choose one child to be Elijah, wearing a coat. Have all other 
children spin around and be the whirlwind. Elijah throws the 
coat onto a child who then becomes Elisha. When Elisha 
gently tags each child, they stop spinning. Let other children 
take a turn being Elijah.



Scripture quotations marked (CEV) are from the Contemporary English Version Copyright © 1991, 1992, 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission.

Chariot of Fire

Name:______________________________________________

As they were walking along and talking together, 

suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and 

separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to 

heaven in a whirlwind. ~2 Kings 2:11



Craft

Materials: paper cup, red, orange and yellow tissue 
paper

❖ Children color and cut out horses an Elijah
❖ Children glue tissue paper to paper cup
❖ Children glue horses to outside of cup and Elijah 

to inside
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